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cognition, affect, and conation, ultimate modes of experience,
irreducible to one another.1 We cannot, for example, take
feeling and describe it as a kind of knowing or a kind of striv-
ing, or as a combination of both.
We shall, then, accept the triple division of experience, and,
as it will be with us throughout our study, we shall do well to
understand it now. Let us consider an illustration. I am in
a crowd, and, casting ray eyes around, I recognize a friend;
here I clearly have the kind of experience that is called knowing
or cognition. I feel pleased to see my friend, and thus have an
experience of affect or feeling. I strive to get near him and to
attract his attention; now I have an experience of desiring and
striving, or, to use the more inclusive word, an experience of
conation. Now in this example the three modes of experience
more or less succeed one another in time, but this is not neces-
sarily so; frequently they are inextricably mixed. Moreover,
it is important to realize that our experience is never one of
pure cognition, affect, or conation. We never find the modes
in their pure state; if we seek examples of undiluted cogni-
tion, affect, or conation, we always find the others lurking in
the background. I might think that the understanding of a
geometrical theorem is a state of pure cognition; but I do not
understand it without having some lurking attitude of feeling
toward it. I may be pleased at having mastered it, I may be
displeased with its lack of interest, I may wonder at its rnathe*
matical beauty, I may be annoyed at having to spend my
time on such things; it is at least certain that some such
attitude will be there in however small a degree. Conation
too is present. I may have had to strive to understand it, I may
wish, like Archimedes, to tell the world of my wonderful dis-
covery, I may try to dismiss it from my mind; but I shall have
at least an incipient conation toward it* Thus my mental
state is not purely, but only predominantly one of cognition.
Similarly, if I try to find a state of pure feeling I can detect
the presence of cognition and conation. I may be beside
1 Although Stout adopts a dual division of experience into cognition and
interest, he finds it necessary to subdivide interest into feeling-attitude and
conation.